PROFILE

BALOCHISTAN LIBERATION ARMY (BLA)

GOALS/ TARGETS

Founded around 2000, the BLA is an armed separatist group
advocating for an independent Baloch state. Operating primarily in
southwestern Pakistan, the group's ideology is ethno-nationalist
rather than religiously motivated. Its struggle stems from long-
standing grievances against the Pakistani government, including
perceived economic exploitation, political marginalization, and
alleged human rights abuses against the Baloch population. The
group also opposes persistent military operations in Balochistan,
the exploitation of the region's rich natural resources without
equitable local benefit, and the perceived disproportionate
allocation of resources to Chinese-backed projects, particularly
those associated with the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor and
Beijing’s Belt and Road Initiative.

OPERATIONAL DYNAMICS

Goals:
1. Expel the Pakistani military

2. Establish a Baloch state across parts of
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iran

3. Eliminate foreign (especially Chinese) influence

Targets: Security forces and law enforcement
(~65% of attacks in 2023); government
infrastructure; non-Baloch workers and settlers
(Chinese workers involved in mega projects);
political leaders and candidates, particularly before
the February 8, 2024, elections

STRUCTURE

Recruitment Tactics: Use social media to attract new members;
highlight stories of ‘martyrs’; exploit Baloch nationalist sentiments;
target economically disadvantaged Baloch youth; capitalize on
perceived injustices, including heavy-handed actions by Pakistani
security forces and political marginalization of Baloch people

Terror Tactics/ Weaponry: Employ guerrilla warfare tactics,
including IED attacks, assassinations, and suicide bombings via the
"Majeed Brigade" (has both male and female operatives); utilize
seized U.S. military equipment left in Afghanistan in 2021 that was
transferred across the Pakistani border

Financing: Engages in cross-border smuggling operations,
extortion of businesses and individuals, and kidnapping for ransom;
receives financial support from global Baloch diaspora

THREAT ANALYSIS

Size: Experts estimate “several thousand” fighters

Structure: BLA splitin 2017 leading to two
factions - one associated with Hyrbyair Marri and
the other led by Bashir Zeb (more active faction);
operates with centralized strategic leadership
overseeing semi-autonomous regional commands;
leadership increasingly comprised of educated,
middle-class youth rather than traditional tribal
leaders

Allies: Members of the BRAS alliance (the
Balochistan Liberation Front, Baloch Republican
Guard, Baloch Republican Army, and Sindhudesh
Revolutionary Army); allegedly supported by India
(denied by India)

The BLA presents an escalating security threat in Pakistan, conducting increasingly frequent and sophisticated attacks that
endanger civilians and disrupt governance and economic activities, particularly the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor.
Recent high-profile incidents showcase the group's growing operational capabilities and expanding reach beyond its
traditional stronghold in Balochistan province. This intensifying insurgency not only threatens Pakistan's internal stability
but also risks disrupting crucial economic initiatives and affecting wider regional security. Additionally, persistent
allegations of foreign support for Baloch separatists, though unconfirmed, risk exacerbating already strained regional
relations, especially between India and Pakistan. The BLA is officially considered a terrorist group by Pakistan, China, the
European Union, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States (the US classifies the BLA as a Specially Designated
Global Terrorist entity, although it does not appear on the Foreign Terrorist Organization or FTO list).
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BALOCHISTAN LIBERATION ARMY (BLA)

RECENT & NOTABLE ATTACKS
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November 2024: The BLA conducted a suicide bombing at a railway station in Quetta, Balochistan, targeting military
personnel among around 100 civilians on the platform. The explosion killed at least 26 people, including soldiers and
railway employees, and injured more than 60 others.

October 2024: The BLA conducted a bombing attack near Karachi's Jinnah International Airport in Pakistan, targeting a
convoy of Chinese workers from Port Qasim Electric Power Company. Motivated by opposition to Chinese investments
and presence in Pakistan, the attack involved a vehicle-borne improvised explosive device using an oil tanker truck. The
explosion killed two Chinese nationals and injured at least ten other people, including one Chinese citizen, while
damaging multiple vehicles in the vicinity.

August 2024: The BLA carried out a series of coordinated attacks across Balochistan province over the course of two
days, using firearms and explosives. Targeting military installations, police stations, highways, and railroads, the attacks
led to the deaths of over 70 people, including 14 security personnel, 21 militants, and numerous civilians. The assaults
also resulted in at least 10 vehicles being set on fire and damage to railway lines and a bridge.

May 2024: BLA militants opened fire in a barbershop in Gwadar, Balochistan, killing seven barbers. The attack was aimed
at non-Baloch individuals working in the region, particularly those from other provinces of Pakistan, highlighting the BLA's
strategy of targeting civilians to discourage non-locals from settling or working in Balochistan.

April 2024: Armed BLA militants ambushed a passenger bus in Nushki District, Balochistan, Pakistan, killing nine
passengers. The attackers specifically targeted individuals from Punjab, reflecting the BLA's view that the Punjabi-
dominated central government of Pakistan unfairly exploits Balochistan's vast natural resources.

March 2024: Eight armed BLA attackers stormed the Gwadar Port Authority complex in Balochistan, targeting the
Chinese-funded China-Pakistan Economic Corridor development project. All eight attackers were killed by security forces
before they could inflict significant damage.

November 2022: BLA militants stormed the Pearl Continental Hotel in Gwadar, Pakistan, targeting Chinese nationals
and other foreigners. The attack resulted in at least five deaths, including hotel staff and security personnel.

April 2022: In a significant shift in tactics, the BLA conducted its first female suicide bombing at Karachi University. The
31-year-old mother targeted a van carrying Chinese nationals, killing three Chinese teachers and their Pakistani driver.

July 2020: In an attempt to disrupt Pakistan's economy and target high-profile locations, BLA gunmen stormed the
Pakistan Stock Exchange compound in Karachi. Armed with hand grenades and firearms, the attackers killed four
people—three private security guards and a police officer—and wounded at least seven others, though they were killed by
security forces before entering the main compound.

December 2018: BLA militants armed with guns and a suicide vest attempted to storm the Chinese consulate in
Karachi in an effort to undermine Pakistan-China economic and strategic cooperation. The hour-long shootout between
police and militants resulted in at least seven deaths, including three militants, two policemen, and two Pakistani
civilians, though the attackers were unable to breach the consulate.

*This is not a comprehensive list.
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